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^UNITED^STATES 
DfPART^ENT 
OF  AGRICULTURE 


HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT 


Saturday,  March  7,  I936  ''^'^"re 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY)  -  ' 

Subject:     "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  WASHINGTON."     Items  of  interest  to  women,  from  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Last  Saturday  our  Washington  correspondent  sent  us  facts  ahout  selecting 
dress  fabrics  —  cottons,  silks,  and  rayons  —  and  facts  about  selecting  ready- 
made  garments.     Today  she  writes  about  home  dyeing  with  commercial  dyes. 

That  reminds  me  of  the  telephone  conversation  I  had  about  a  year  ago  with 
a  listener  who  chided  me  for  suggesting  that  everybody  would  be  buying  new  dresses 
and  new  hats  for  Easter.     She  told  me  she  couldn't  afford  a  new  Easter  outfit,  but 
3he  had  some  material  that  was  still  good  enough  to  redye,  and  make  over  into  new 
spring  dresses  for  herself  and  her  small  daughter. 


is: 


"When  fijjads  are  low  and  I  can't  afford  a  new  dress,"  she  said,  "my  motto 
'Keep  a  stiff  uuper  lip,  and  always  say  dye.  '" 


Well,  I  thought  of  my  friend  this  morning,  when  I  received  this  letter 
from  our  Washington  correspondent.     Here  are  facts  about  home  dyeing,  quoted, 
says  our  Washington  reporter,  from  the  textile  experts  of  the  federal  Bureau  of 
Home  Economics : 


"It  is  always  easier  to  dye  a  fabric  a  deeper  shade  of  the  same  color, 
than  to  change  to  a  new  one.     However,   if  you  desire  a  different  color,  to£  dyeing 
or  dyeing  a  new  color  over  the  old  one,  offers  many  possibilities. 

"To  prepare  garments  for  redyeing,  remove  all  trimming,  buttons,  and 
buckles,  and  rip  out  hems,  plaits,  and  linings  so  that  the  dye  can  penetrate 
evenly  through  the  fabric.     If  the  garment  is  to  be  remade,  rip  it  up  first  and 
aye  the  pieces.    Remove  all  spots  and  stains,  and  wash  the  material  well  in  soap 
and^water.    Rmse  thoroughly.    Any  soap  left  in  the  fabric  causes  difficulty  in 
eyeing.    Faded  garments  should  have  their  color  removed. 

"The  process  of  removing  color  from  a  fabric  is  called  stripping.  Strip- 
e^gnay  be  done  by  boiling  in  several  soap  solutions  of  soft  water' and  good 
hvdr  removers  are  often  used.     Javelle  water  and 

^  ogen  peroxide  will  remove  some  dyes,  but  Javelle  water  weakens  silk  and  wool 
the  ^®  "^^^^  ^^""-^  bleaches  and  dye  stripping  agents,   sold  on 

^rKet  under  various  trade  names,  are  also  used  for  this  purpose. 

enoudi  i-T^  ^^^^le  for  dyeing  should  be  granite  or  agate  ware,  and  must  be  large 
freelv     pi         "^^^erial  to  be  dyed  can  be  completely  immersed  and  moved  about 
resulu     r^^^^  °^  ^^'^^^  ^°  fabric  is  very  important  to  insure  good 

s.    Soft  water  gives  better  penetration  of  the  dye.     Weigh-  the  fabric 
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before  it  is  wet.  and  determine  the  amount  of  dye  needed  according  to  its  weight 
Dissolve  the  dye  thoroughly  in  a  little  hot  water,  strain  through  a  cloth  into  the 
dye  bath,  and  stir  well.     Sticks  of  smooth  wood,  or  glass  towel  rods  are  conven- 
ient tor  stirring. 

"Some  of  the  household  package  dyes  are  intended  for  cottons  only,  others 
just  for  silks  and  wool.     Those  spoken  of  as  'all-fahric'  dyes  can  \^V^ed  for 
all  fibers.     Only  the  dye  manufacturer  knoisswhat  kinds  of  dyes  the  package  con- 
tains and  to  what  fibers  thoy  shoild  he  applied.     To  insure  good  results  read 
all  directions  and  follow  them  carefully.  ' 

"The  loroper  tem2_ej:ature  for  dyeing  dey^ends  on  both  the  kind  of  dye-stuff 
and  the  fiber.  As  a  rule,  it  is  better  to  mt  fabrics  in  the  dye  bath  at  a  low 
temperature  and  then  raise  it  gradually  as  the  directions  on  the  dye  packag^ 
state  combines  better  with  dyes  at  temperatures  near  the  boiling  ^oint 

but  It  will  not  stand  hard  boiling.     Silk  takes  ut:  dye  ramdly,  and  to  insure' 
even  dyeing,  the  dyebatn  should  have  a  terai^erature  of  about  11+0°  to  160°  F 

IhfdJJecti'ons?^''  ^'^^  ^^'^  ^^'^^ 

linpn  r^^^""  ^"""^  penetration  of  color  to  cotton  and 

nen  in  a  boiling  bath,  although  .t  lower  temperatures  they  absorb  more  dye. 
For  this  reason,  when  dyeing  dark  colors  allow  cotton  and  linen  to  remain  in  the 
coo  ing  dye  bath  for  10  to  I5  minutes  after  removing  from  the  fire      CotLJ  a^d 

on'wur^eirit  ^^^^  -'^^^      d;wn  or°thr 

cotton  will  be  lighter  m  color  than  the  wool." 

har,m.H^'°'''  "Since  many  rayons  are  weaker  when  wet,   they  must  be 

^  y  'dJl        ^  Some  rayons  take 

tne  dye  as  readily  as  siIk.  while  others  need  STDecial  treatment. 

it  in  flTT^^^""  material  you  are  dyeing,  wet  it  thoroughly,   then  quickly  immerse 

^i  s  a    the  ;ott  m"  T    :™  "  "°  °^  ^-th  or 

allied  To  floJ^      T\Jl  ^^"^"^  ^^^'""^  ^^^^1*^  if  the  garment  is 

«^  er  ai    tJe  ,  dye  package  are  directions  for  the  manipulation  of  the 

Sfdif?Lp^t  ^  "''''^  chemicals,  and  the  time  required  for 

ling  different  fabrics.    Follow  all  such  direct,ipns  implicitly. 

clear.  ^^f^Uuv  if  ^r^''f  """"  "^'"^"^  ^^^^         ^'^^^  --^^r  is 

rinse  irru^iw  Ltl^h"      '';  quantities  of  water  and,  if  possible, 

croc'^^g   ZooTZT.rV.i  '°                     ^^^^^^^  ^y^'  Prevents 

fro.  thf'hot  d'e  bath  f .            ?!  ''^''^  """"                    ^^-^^  ^l^^^d  directly 

felt  and  sh^inrwool     V"  ^  '"^^^^  ^^^^^^^  of "  temperature  wLl 

never\"rwr,:^°i;.  of  t^t^ting?^'  ^'^'^^  ^^^^^^'^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^ 

^^adeanfwhenartL^i^''-''        \ '°  ^^^^  ^^'^  S^""^^^*  out-of-doors  in  the 

Should  be^iSe    ed  unLi^^f       '  ^"^'^         ^^^^^^  ^o  iron,  the  material 

wron^  Till    t  ^^^^f,^l°th  °^  the  wrong  side.     If  impossible  to  ^ress  on 
*°  ^ot  Sfe  1      /    ?  "/"^^'"^  ^'""^  the  right  side,  but 

"All  ^""^^  ^""^  ^^^^^^  ^i^-l  ^^^e  a  shiny  finish. 

^-  the  Bureau  o?\o''    '  home  dyeing  I've  quoted  from  the  textile  experts  . 

'^Bhington  corrLponden?"'""'  authorities."  concludes  our 
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